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tions over importations increased from 117,000,
000 to 473,000,000.* French jewelry wrought with
great artistic perfection is more and more ap-
preciated in all the great centres of the civilised
world. Works in gold, hall-marked by the
government, have increased 51 per cent from
1894 to 1906, those in silver 24 per cent. The
exports of these increased 80 per cent for gold
and 186 per cent for silver.3 M. d'Avenel
speaks of a French manufacturer who makes
150,000 kilogrammes of paper in a day*

Textile industries have undergone transforma-
tions of great importance. The hand weaving
of the Empire has largely been replaced by the
power-loom. The hand-loom is used only for
the weaving of samples or for very small orders
which are more easily worked that way. In
some places the power-loom, worked by elec-
tricity, is in the home itself of the weaver. The
cheap distribution of electric energy is now
keeping the workmen at home. In small cities,
and often in small villages, the baker makes his
bread with electric kneading machines. The
transformation of weaving by machine has not
lowered the quality of the output; in fact the
finest textile fabrics are so exquisite as to come
nearer the decorative arts than to simple texture*